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The causes of
Shared Parenting and
Family Justice have gained national
recognition from both Westminster
and the national press, in a flurry of
activity for Families Need Fathers -
a culmination of many months and
years of dedicated campaigns and
lobbying.
On Monday July 7th, The
Times launched its Family Justice
Campaign headed by Camilla Caven-
dish, a journalist who has investigat-
ed and publicised the shortcomings
of the family justice system since
2006. Under the heading “Family
courts: a call for justice” The Times’
daily supplement T2 began a series
of articles examining the state of
Britain’s family courts: the secrecy
surrounding them, the difficulty of
reporting their activities, the lack of
accountability and the subsequent
impact on the lives of thousands
¥ of families.
L;i Ms Cavendish de-
: scribed the first case
study she had en-
countered, which
began with a
mother contact-
ing social serv-
ices  with
concerns

about her daughter
being abused, and ended
with the same woman leaving the
country because she could no long-
er bear to live so near a daughter she
was now barred from seeing. The
story may not be entirely familiar to
Families Need Fathers, but “the reli-
ance on experts who have never met
the accused.”, “the stormtrooper
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behaviour of some social workers.”,
“the legal aid solicitors acting for
parents who are always in a rush.”
and the men and women “desperate
to be given the chance to prove that
they were good parents” undoubt-
edly are. The Times clearly identified
the devasting consequences when
family courts get it wrong, observ-
ing that “they “convict” on a bal-
ance of probabilities, rather than
beyond a reasonable doubt. A
lower threshold is thought
acceptable  because
civil courts cannot

send people to
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NEW CONTACT
SANCTIONS IMININENT

The long awaited remaining provi-
sions of the Children & Adoption Act
2006 Part 1 are finally to be imple-
mented in the second half of 2008,
as announced on July 1st in a min-
isterial statement to the Commons
by Children’s Minister Kevin Bren-
nan MP and Bridget Prentice MP. The
provisions are intended to ensure
more contact between children and
their ‘non-resident parents’ by giv-
ing courts greater powers to enforce
orders. They are designed to lead to
closer monitoring of contact orders
and stringent, but more responsible
and realistic, punishments in the case
of a breach. The remaining provisions
will also introduce court-ordered
‘contact activities’ in order to scruti-
nize, improve or re-establish relation-
ships between children and parents.
Although the provisions have taken
some time to be brought into action,
they were a key lobbying success for
FNF on the 2006 Act and have the po-
tential to be a major step forward for
our members.

Continued p4

ARE YOU ON YOUR CHILD’S
BIRTH CERTIFICATE?
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From Chalir

One of the well wishers who wrote
to me on my appointment as Chair
on 22 May said, in the first sentence,
that | had a very hard act to follow. It
was not altogether clear to me if that
was a warning or a compliment. My
predecessor, John Baker, and | have
served FNF for about the same length
of time but hitherto he has been the
dominant force in the charity. His cha-
risma has led FNF during difficult and
challenging times and he has left the
chairmanship stronger than he found
it. During his time in office FNF gained
in public recognition and esteem.
The charity is now a serious player
in reform; witness our presentation
to Conservatives in mid July (p15)
when all the shadow ministers deal-
ing in family matters attended or were
represented. | ask FNF members, and
thousands of children and parents
not in FNF but who we have helped, to
join with me in applauding John and
his achievements.

It is always good to ring changes and
| come to the post from a different, but
complementary, perspective. Firstly, |
am the first non-London based Chair.
I live in northern Lincolnshire. | do not
have a branch base or close-by sup-
port. In this | think | belong to the ma-
jority of members and | shall make ita
priority to enhance services to people
who seek help in an individual fash-
ion. | believe that the administrative
regions of England, with Wales, Scot-

land and Northern Ireland have much
to offer in the expansion of FNF serv-
ices and | want to develop that theme.
| am delighted that our relationship
with such bodies as the local Family
Justice Councils, Cafcass, NACCC
and SureStart centres are growing
in strength. | am a strong believer in
change from the bottom up. This does
not detract from our very success-
ful lobbying and | am very pleased
that John Baker, with Craig Pickering,
have agreed to continue to exert their
influence on government bill drafters
and the departmental spokespeople.
365 MPs signed the EDM on shared
parenting in 2005 and we will not let
them forget that at the next election.

Jon Davies and the professional office
and home based staff are the anchor
for all this activity. Running a char-
ity is no simple business and we are
lucky to have such a dedicated team.
For too long FNF was bereft of day to
day housekeeping and, thanks to Jon,
we are finally getting on top of all the
rules and regulations. As we grow the
office will be able to take responsibil-
ity for more and more of our services.
The Helpline now has professional
guidance and soon our IT support
services will go to out to professional
tender. With ever increasing journalis-
tic influence, our excellent and devel-
oping website and a bank of research
being compiled, the FNF office is be-
ginning to be the first port of call for

Ediforial Nick Barnard

Welcome back! It's been a long wait since McKenzie 79,
and between Father’s Day, the Embryology Bill, the Joint
FNF-Conservative Party and a new Chair for Families Need
Fathers, we've had plenty to keep us busy - and plenty to fill
these pages. We've gone for a bit of a redesign, but hopefully
it's still the same old McKenzie you know and love (do let me
know what you think - editor@fnf.org.uk). One of the best

things about working for Families Need Fathers is that we
get to meet and talk to the people we work for every single day - and | want that
to be reflected in McKenzie. Our next issues will be out at the end of September
and the beginning of December, so if you've got something to contribute - a letter,
an article, a photo or just the latest daft move from the CSA - then get scribbling.
We'd also like to give a big thank-you to Alastair Burn and Julius Hinks, who have
been volunteering at the office in the few past months. Spiffing work, chaps...

REMINDER: THE ONLINE MEMBERS’ AREA PASSWORD HAS CHANGED - SEE THE
REVERSE OF YOUR LOCAL BRANCH MEETINGS SHEET FOR THE NEW DETAILS



researchers and me-
dia enquires into fam-
ily matters. Network-
ing is a fine art in the
charitable sector and
those at the top get
the funding and the
respect. | believe that
FNF is not too far from
that position now.

business,

But for all this, the
kings of the field are
the active branch and
group members who
take the charity out to
those who need it most. And | am going
to include in their number the people
who are mediating the chat rooms, doing
their stags on the chat line and running
the parenting workshops. You are the
people who deal with the problems day
to day, who see the iniquity in the system
and who pick up the pieces time after
time, knowing that it should not be like
this. I do a bit on the telephone — not hel-
pline but referrals — and | know how in-
credibly wearing this is. Your dedication
is remarkable and FNF owes its cutting
edge, which it must never lose, to your
efforts. Thank you and a specific thank
you to all the local leaders, chairs and
secretaries, across the country without
whom the broad base of support would
not grow.

Management.

Finally, a word on Litigation Support,
whether through McKenzie Friends, as
Litigants in Person or, most importantly,
advice on how to keep out of Court al-
together. FNF acts as an emergency
service for many. Recent legal funding
decisions will mean that more and more
people will be attending Court without
legal advice. Whilst to some this might
be seen as an advantage, it is a fact that
presentation is the key to success.

* Chair of theatre and |
almshouse charities, v
* FRSA, Member loD, loF
Certificate in Fundraising

Charles Kenyon

* FNF Member since 1989,

* Nine years as Trustee,

» Married with two children, one at
university, one at school,

* Former army officer, property
landlord and food and farming PR

E‘\

o

il
M-

=
EL

ey
Py
Judges, like anyone else on first meet-
ing, remember what you look like and
how you behaved before remembering
what you said. Helping people to help
themselves is something we really know
about and we have some first class prac-
titioners. It is a priority of mine to get a
training programme going for Litigation
Support; as ever these things have to be

funded but | know where there is a will
there is a way.

| want to start campaigning. | want a
series of time limited and relevant cam-
paigns that can involve everyone. Per-
sonally, | am not a great demonstration
person but targeted literature, local ra-
dio, good media PR and a coordinated
approach can do a great deal to bring an
issue to a head. Timing is important. For
instance, when the Parental Responsibil-
ity measures for equal representation
come in next year, we need to be shout-
ing “get your PR sorted.” We probably
have time for a campaign before that -
let’s have some ideas please.

| am trying to get round as many branch-
es as possible and hope that those who
don’t know me will meet me then. Until
then, best wishes to all.

Last year a letter concerning a court case contained material which caused one
of the participants in the action to seek damages against Families Need Fathers.
Families Need Fathers’ Trustees agreed that the matter should be settled in order to
minimise the risk to the charity. In the past few weeks damages have been agreed,
the original correspondence withdrawn and an apology made.

Whilst matters like this are regrettable there is always a potential for such things to
happen in a charity. Trustees always strive to reduce the risk and, by applying the
lessons learnt in this case, will continue to do so as a top priority, in order for FNF to
continue its valuable work for the benefit of children and families.
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Cafcass South
slammed by Ofsted

Following the February report in which
Cafcass East Midlands was severely
criticised, the Child and Family Court
Advisory Service South-East Region
has also received a damning report
from Ofsted. Of particular concern
was excessive delay in private law
cases, an “inconsistency” of assess-
ment criteria, a “lack of demonstrable
assessment” and substandard case
management, with over 60% of pri-
vate law case records being deemed
inadequate. Furthermore, Inspectors
noted that “Family Court Adviser’s
practice is not supported systemati-
cally by knowledge which is based on
research and best outcomes. Instead,
service delivery is determined by the
individual experience of Family Court
Advisers or that of their immediate
colleagues” and that “It was not pos-
sible for inspectors to identify how
Family Court Advisers reached their
conclusions and moved their thinking
from assessment to a recommenda-
tion to the court.” Responding, Antho-
ny Douglas Cafcass chief executive,
said: “Our public law work is good and
the problems in our private law prac-
tice are being urgently addressed - |
can already guarantee significant
improvements.” The report was pre-
ceded by a meeting between Ofsted
and local FNF members, coordinated
by trustee Fairless Masterman, and
can be downloaded in full from www.
ofsted.gov.uk. Nick Barnard

loW school told not to
breach orders

As a result of an Isle of Wight father
having a contact order broken, the
isle’s Local Authority Legal Depart-
ment is to issue guidance to schools.
By requiring schools to take an active
role, the guidance aims to ensure that
contact orders involving contact from
the end of the school day are not bro-
ken.

The father concerned re-
peatedly had his Staying Contact Or-
der broken by his ex-wife picking his
son up early from school. He filed a
formal complaint to the Local Author-
ity, citing sections from the UN Con-
vention on Rights of the Child which
places duties on local bodies, such
as schools, to be active in maintain-
ing relationships. Consequently, the
Isle of Wight Council issued strong
guidance and is working on a pro-
tocol for the Court Service to inform
when orders are issued that may in-
volve schools.

The guidelines state that “if
the order has been provided and
checked, the school (which will have
been advised by the Local Author-
ity) should ensure that the court
order is complied with.” The father
told McKenzie that he feels that the
guidance “should be implemented
nationally” as it “has the potential of
reuniting many children with parents
whose orders have been wilfully bro-
ken.” Julius Hinks

CSA Sued Over Mistaken Identity

Gavin McEwen of Surrey is suing the Child Support Agency after they sent
a letter mistakenly claiming he had fathered a child by another woman. His
girlfriend, Louise Roughneen, opened the letter and promptly left their home,
not returning for 11 months. Mr McEwen claims he underwent “substantial”
mental distress and has no memory of the first nine days, and as a result is
suing the CSA for damages. The case is adjourned and, as well as joining him
in his claim, Miss Roughneen is seven and a half months pregnant with their

second child. JH

Law Society Fined

The Law Society has received a
£250,000 fine for failing to sufficiently
improve the system for handling com-
plaints against solicitors. While the
Law Society’s Consumer Complaints
Board has decried the penalty as
“wholly unreasonable” and “outra-
geously disproportionate,” the con-
sumer group Which? has commented
that the Society has let down those it
was “supposed to be looking out for”
by not taking their complaints seri-
ously. After years of consumer frus-
tration regarding client’s complaints,
the Commissioner’s post was created
in 2003 with powers to penalise and
set targets. This is the first such fine
that has been imposed. JH

Gang Culture
‘Replaces Family Life’

Family life has been replaced by
gang culture of violence and drugs,
says Barbara Wilding, Chief Consta-
ble of South Wales. In a speech at
King’s College in London she stated
that in urban “extreme deprivation,”
children are swapping loyalties from
their families to “almost feral groups
of very, very angry young people.”
She highlighted that many had ex-
perienced family breakdown “and in
place of parental and family role mod-
els, gang culture is now established.”
Chief Constable Wilding stated that
social and economic issues are ma-
jor causes that need to be tackled to
prevent such destructive behaviour.
However, she also expressed doubts
about the approach to change, claim-
ing that “..there is no appetite for
solutions that have no visible return
and no patience for any which will not
bear immediate political fruit.” JH

Noon - Thursday 24th July 2008. C-MEC (Child Maintenance & Enforcement Commission) officially came to

1ife. See McKenzies past for the background -

see McKenzies future for the results...

Contact Sanctions - continued from front page

From “autumn,” courts will be able to assign Cafcass officers to check whether contact orders are obeyed.
Those who break such orders may have to do unpaid work, for up to 200 hours in extreme cases. This form of penalty
is intended to replace fines, a sanction that can cause hardship for children as well as offending parents, and en-
courage more respect for contact orders. In addition to extra enforcement powers, “contact activities” are to be used
when a court is deciding whether to implement, vary or retract a contact order. They include “programmes, classes
and counselling or guidance sessions” where those with contact can strengthen relationships, improve their parent-
ing skills, and demonstrate that they are not just responsible parents, but have a vital contribution to make to the up-
bringing of their children. The Children’s Department is consulting separately on a subsidy regime for parents on low
incomes who participate in these activities and programmes. It is hoped that both developments will make a real and
positive difference to the lives of separated families - see future McKenzies for more on the implementation. JH
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I’m The Daddy! (It’s Official)

Are you missing from your child’s birth certificate, even though you have parental responsibility? Read on...

court. Now, if you were likely to get
the mother’s agreement for re-regis-
tration it's quite likely that she would
already have been predisposed to
make a parental responsibility agree-
ment with you anyway. Secondly, al-
though you are legally allowed to re-
register the birth in order to add the
father’s name (and thereby have the
father gain parental responsibility for
the child whether or not the child was
born after December 2003), where
the father’s name is already on the
birth certificate you cannot re-regis-
ter the birth. So, pre-December 2003
fathers who already have their name
on the birth certificate cannot utilise
re-registration as a means of gaining

Following changes made to the Chil-
dren Act 1989 which resulted in un-
married fathers who jointly registered
their children’s (post Dec. 1st 2003)
birth automatically having parental
responsibility, FNF was prompted to
make enquiries about re-registering
births which preceded that cut-off
date — would re-registration of the
birth lead to the father gaining auto-
matic parental responsibility? The an-
swer is a qualified ‘Yes’.

First of all, in such a situa-
tion, you would either need the moth-
er's agreement or an order of the

( BM 123456

CERTIFIED COPY
Pursuant to the Births and

OF AN ENTRY
Deaths Registration Act 1953

BIRTH

“It may be helpful to mention that where

the parents are not married to each oth-

er and parental responsibility has been

obtained under by way of a Parental Re-

A sponsibility Agreement or under Section
i | 4 of the Children Act 1989 one parent
i may apply for re-registration.”

Your Name Here! General Records Office

Kids In The Middle

Families Need Fathers is extremely pleased to
be working with our partners Fatherhood Insti-
tute, Relate and One Parent Families to launch
Kids In The Middle, the national debate on the
services provided for separating families and
their children. We all recognise the issues fac- kids in the middle
ing separated families, and their children in par- THE NATIONAL DEBATE ON SUPPORT

ticular, and the pressing need to support them FOR SEPARATING FAMILIES

better. We are also especially privileged to have Britain’s premiere agony
aunt Deidre Sanders as the spokesperson for the debate, and are sure that
her many years of helping families through tricky times will prove invaluable.
At the heart of our debate is our online survey for both parents and children,
with the focus on what services separating parents and their children need.

CHILD

FATHER

g

You can participate in the debate by taking the survey at:
www.fnf.org.uk/get-involved/kids-in-the-middle

Over the next few months we’ll be sharing what we’ve found out, and making
proposals for how the UK can give separating families and their children a
better deal. Families Need Fathers members can also participate in the de-
bate in our online forums. Visit the FNF Chat Forums and tell us which serv-
ices made a difference when you separated - and which ones you wish had
been available to you and your children.

parental responsibility.

But... what if we turned the
telescope around and looked down
the other end? We had been focus-
ing on parental responsibility and
how to gain PR by utilising the birth
certificate registration. Looking back,
from the parental responsibility end
towards birth registration, we dis-
covered something we hadn’t seen
before. A father who already has PR
(perhaps by court order) but whose
name does not appear on the child’s
birth certificate can apply to the Reg-
istrar to have the birth re-registered
to include his name as the father
AND, because he has PR, there is no
need to get the mother’s agreement.
We suspect that there are quite a
number of members with PR who
would dearly love to have their
names added to their children’s
birth certificates. So, give it a shot
— and please, let us know how you
got on and how you feel about this.
Steve Stephenson

N
S

FAMILIES NEED FATHERS
MEDIA DIARY

May BBC Radio Solent, BBC Ra-
dio Scotland, Liverpool City Talk,
BBC Radio Berkshire, BBC World
Television News,

June Telegraph, Times, Cumbria
News & Star, Daily Mail, BBC Ra-
dio Five Live, Sunday Express,
Sky Web Radio, London LBC Ra-
dio, Liverpool City Talk, London
Taxi Magazines, Grandparent
Times, Reading Evening Post.

July Sun, Independent, Guardi-
an*, Metro, Community Newswire
(Press Association’s third sector
service),

*including an appearance in the film sec-
tion! Have a look at www.delicious.com/
familiesneedfathers to find out more, and
to see lots of other FNF-related articles.

So far Kids In The Middle has been featured in The Sun, The Independent, The Guardian and Metro, and we hope

more coverage is on the horizon.

There’s also been a bumper crop of media coverage for FNF since McKenzie 79, so we thought we’d give you a
quick round up of where we’ve been seen (and heard)... See the box above right.
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AGM NOTICE !

The Families Need Fathers Annual General Meeting will be held at the Manchester Conference Centre (Weston Building,
Sackville Street, Manchester M1 3BB) on Sunday September 27th. We are extremely pleased to announce Eleanor
Fowler, CEO of the National Youth Advocacy Service, as our first guest speaker.

Further details, including trustee nominations and your voting entitlements are enclosed in your McKenzie envelope.

For further copies, or to find out about the venue and transport, please see www.fnf.org.uk/news-and-events/events
or call the FNF office on 02076135060.
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FNF Chair Charles Kenyon reports from what we hope will be the first of many
events supporting those who wish to support others.

Emlyn Jones, Chair of Wirral Branch,
organised a McKenzie Friend training
day on 26 April which followed an exten-
sive background reading programme.
Members attending included FNF vol-
unteers who could become available
to help cover the ever increasing work-
load of assisting Litigants in Person in
the local courts. A factor behind the
organisation was the working relation-
ship between Chair Wirral Branch and
the Judge chairing the local Family
Justice Council, who recognised the
unique contribution FNF Wirral Branch
makes to the pursuit of fairness for chil-
dren who find their parents disputing
in the local Family Courts. Emlyn made
a particular point emphasising that the
role of a McKenzie was to get the best
arrangement for the children and that,
whilst the McKenzie assisted the par-
ent, s’/he did not represent them; they
remained Litigants in Person.

The programme opened with
an in depth examination of the role
of Cafcass and that a common un-
derstanding and agreement of goals
with Cafcass is a vital element in the
arrangement of the case. The local
Cafcass manager talked about the
Cafcass National Standards concen-
trating on: Care and Risk, Early inter-
vention, Ascertaining the child’s view
and the effects on child of delay. He
emphasised that everything written
had to be focussed exclusively on the
benefit to the child and that the form
C1 had to be completed accurately as
it is the content of this form that trig-
gers any involvement of Police or So-

cial Services if accusations are made.

From National Council, Charles
Kenyon said that it was now agreed
with Cafcass that, in an interview, a
parent can ask for an assurance that
the Cafcass officer supports Shared
Parenting and that notes can be tak-
en. A third party may be present too
if cleared with Cafcass beforehand.
In addition it was agreed by all that an
OFSTED link with FNF is vital for accu-
rate Cafcass inspection reports. Ruth
Glover, also National Council, covered
the provisions of the 1989 Children’s
Act and 2002 and 2006 updates. She
emphasised the often forgotten Para-
mountcy principle and qualified this by
stating that children are due what they
need, not what they want. A case built
on children’s wants should be treated
with caution, as should children’s views
on the other parent.

The scope of Section 8 orders
were explained in detail and some vi-
tal points highlighted. Chief amongst
these were two matters: a Residence
order must precede a Contact order
and the difference between Shared
Residence and Shared Care. Although
the former was the intention of the Chil-
dren’s Act, confusion with half and half
time share care had made the order al-
most unused for many years. Now, with
better explanation, not least by FNF
Shared Residence is becoming more
common. Finally, Ruth covered the
potential of Family Assistance orders
which allow Cafcass, amongst other
Social Services, to take a more active
role in guiding solutions and the differ-

Reproduced with kind permission of Mac & Daily Mail
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“Sorry love, unwanted fathers go in the yellow bags”
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ence between the Cafcass s7 reports
and Social Services s37 reports.

Emlyn then introduced the
ECHR provisions for a Fair Trial, a star-
tling indictment of the conduct of Fam-
ily Courts. These relate not only to crim-
inal cases but also to civil proceedings
where people argue disputes between
themselves. Specifically are the rights
to ‘Equality of Arms’ — or that both par-
ties be given reasonable opportunity to
present their case. One parent may not
be at a substantial disadvantage to the
other in court and freedom from self in-
crimination during investigation ought
to be ensured. On both these counts
parents without equal legal represen-
tation and who self complete C1 and
associated forms lay themselves open
to discriminatory Finding of Facts. It is
a commonly held view that a person
is judged less by what they say than
by how they appear and a Litigant in
Person, without benefit of training or
assistance, can be at a severe disad-
vantage in the completely unfamiliar
atmosphere of a Court.

Following on from the unfamil-
iar environment, Emlyn emphasised
that the first rule of a McKenzie Friend
was to keep full records and notes on
behalf of the LIP The second vital duty
was never to leave Court without a draft
Order in writing if one has been made.
The position of the McKenzie Friend
had been codified recently in the Presi-
dent’s Direction of 14 April 2008 and the
presumption is in favour of a McKenzie
Friend is strong. There was a warning
about being directed to use the Family
Proceedings Court. One scenario con-
taining a startlingly effective illustration
of being pressured into signing up to
an Early Resolution agreement by an
official outside a Court; an agreement
that can be rushed into then stamped
in Court without further ado, possibly
not reflecting what the parent meant to
say.

Completing a fascinating day
were five situation role plays from
cases in Jordan’s Family Law, essential
reading for McKenzie Friends: both the
annual Red Book and the periodicals.
The day served as a foundation course
for McKenzie Friends in the Wirral area
and an enlightenment for potential Liti-
gants in Person and it was agreed that
this course should be supplemented
by at least one if not two advanced
days. Emlyn Jones and the FNF Wirral
Committee are to be applauded for this
first training day which, it is hoped (and
indeed planned), will precede many
more on the subject of Litigation Sup-
port.

78



JUSTGIVING - JUST DO IT

Over £500 of Gary’s total (see right) was raised quickly, simply and safely
using Just Giving - an online service which has the added bonus of auto-
matically collecting Gift Aid, adding an extra 28% to every penny donated.
Families Need Fathers has an account with Just Giving, which is at the dis-
posal of FNF members, their friends, families and supporters. If you would
like to find out about using Just Giving to support a fundraising project,
please e-mail nick.barnard@fnf.org.uk. We’ve also got some nifty fundrais-
ing ideas of our own for you to have a go at...

Exert yourself - People love to watch others put themselves
through the mill, and they’ll be pleased to cough up for the priv- Gary Sargent about to scale Britain’s
ilege. Try the classics (fun run, bike ride) or go for something a tallest mountain in aid of FNF. Gary,
bit more adventurous like Gary - ideal for Justgiving. g\%nhizafsefgi:edmjgf;;ggr ‘j?(‘)/ﬁ;
Car wash - The kids can have fun joining in. good show! See left for some more
Have a BBQ - Sell burgers, cakes and beers for the grownups. cjever fundraising ideas.
Sandcastle building contest - Work on your tan for charity.

Eating competition - Scoff ten cheese burgers and give the kids a giggle.

Stand-up comedy/Karaoke Open-Mic - Let out your inner Billy Connolly/Holiday.

Pub-style Quiz - Could be done at the same time as the BBQ for that authentic landlord feeling.
Car boot/Jumble sale - You know you didn’t look at that Faberge egg that much anyway.
Coffee morning - The FNF office gets through enough coffee and cake to buy a small island
Music show - If you play an instrument why not get a motley crew together and play a gig?

If you'd like help to kickstart one of the above, or an idea of your own,
speak to your branch committee, or give the office a call - 02076135060.
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Dear Editor,
[ think that it is probably better for someone from FNF to respond and point out a couple of errors in John Baker's article
on residence orders that appeared in McKenzie 79 than for an ‘outsider’ to do so.
John wrongly stated that the idea of awarding residence orders to both parents could be equated with the pre-Children
Act 1989 situation in which joint-custody (rather than sole custody to one) was increasingly being awarded. Rather than
bore everyone with a detailed argument, it should be sufficient to remind John that it was “care and control” rather than
“custody” that was the rough equivalent of the current residence order and that “custody” could more rightly be compared
to the CA1989’s ‘parental responsibility’. Back then, as a parent having court-awarded ‘joint custody” with my children’s
mother, but with her being awarded ‘care and control’,  was pretty much in the same situation as a present-day father with
parental responsibility whose ‘ex” has a residence order. Perhaps John is just too young to remember!
Taking the risk of being a little more pedantic (as some of those in the family justice system reading McKenzie might be),
when John suggests that both parents might be given contact orders there is matter of what a contact order actually is.
The Act states: ““a contact order” means an order requiring the person with whom a child lives, or is to live, to allow the
child to visit or stay with the person named in the order, or for that person and the child otherwise to have contact with
each other;”. So, the corollary of making contact orders in favour of both parents would be to state that the child ‘lived’
with both parents. Surely, it is much more straightforward to make a joint residence order in favour of both parents, as is
increasingly happening.
Incidentally, the CAT989 definition of a contact order should be used in situations in which a mother responds to a father’s
application for increased contact with a plea during proceedings (formal application hardly ever required by the court) that
she should be given a residence order as some sort of compensation, and to confirm to everyone that the child continues
to ‘live” with her. In such situations judges should be reminded that by making a contact order requiring a parent to al-
low contact, they are are actually stating that that parent is the parent with whom the child lives — no residence order is
required to confirm that fact, since the contact 