FNF response to ‘Support for All: the Families and Relationships Green Paper’ 
The Green Paper sets out a range of measures to support all families, the focus being on ‘helping families help themselves’. 
Chapter 1 focuses upon families today; commenting on the huge changes that have been seen in recent decades and focusing on marriage, birth rate and relationship changes. The chapter concludes with the observation that families are very complex and a ‘one size fits all’ approach doesn’t work. 
Chapter 2 summarises what the government is already doing to support family relationships. There have been changes and more emphasis placed upon family life over the past 12 years. Firstly the chapter reminds us that for the first time we now have a Department for Children, Schools and Families, with supporting families central to the Children’s Plan. Chapter 2 comments on health and maternity services; childcare and early years provision; schools and extended services; family-friendly employment with specific focus on parental leave; places for enjoying leisure, culture and sport; transport; information and advice for families; additional support for those who need it most; targeted help for families with complex needs; ensuring national policy is informed by parents and families; supporting delivery in local areas. 

Chapter 3 is titled ‘Bringing Up Children.’ The most relevant measures included; setting out what families can expect from services at crucial stages in life- starting with pregnancy and birth of a child, in the period up to a child’s fifth birthday, and from the age of 5-19; supporting plans by the Royal College of Midwives to produce professional guidance for their members on how best to engage fathers around the birth of their child which also highlights the benefits for child and mother in doing so; ensuring that the free Bounty Packs given to women will also now include a guide specifically designed for fathers. 
These measures are a step in the right direction, in that anything that helps to ensure that the child has two properly involved parents is positive. We were also pleased to see the continued commitment to Joint Birth Registration. 
Chapter 4, ‘Building strong family relationships and dealing with relationship pressures and breakdown’, is the most relevant chapter for FNF. Firstly, the increased interest in supporting separated families is encouraging. We attribute this success largely to the pressure from the Kids in the Middle Coalition, in which FNF play a big part.  

The paper makes it clear that when parents separate the Government has a role in supporting and giving advice. It is encouraging to see that relationship education is promoted in the Green Paper and we do hope to see the legislation successfully going through Parliament. 
Government’s commitment to build upon and learn from the Relationships Matter research is good, and we hope to be involved with the steering group tasked with this.  
“The evidence is also clear that co-operative parenting post-separation makes a big difference for children.” (4.21; page 85; Support for All: the Families and Relationships Green Paper; 2010). We welcome the Government’s commitment to work with the Kids in the Middle Coalition to produce a guide specifically for children and young people. The Government is committing to pilot Parenting Together Apart sessions, which will hopefully support those who don’t go to court and deter people from entering the court system. 
In this Green Paper the Government has at this late stage acknowledged the huge problems with the family justice system by launching a comprehensive review of the family justice system.  We are pleased to see such a commitment. Other jurisdictions serve families far better with their family justice system and we are relieved that the Government has finally agreed to learn from them. 
FNF hope to be a key part of this review. 

We are also encouraged by the commitment to mediation. FNF  has long lobbied for the Australian style of post separation mediation and education support. We hope that our system can learn from this. 

We are delighted that the Government has finally committed to removing the requirement for grandparents to obtain the leave of the court before making an application for a contact order. We are also pleased about the promise to improve the information available for grandparents about legal and other options available to them in seeking to maintain their relationships with their grandchildren. This follows from the demands set by the FNF campaign ‘Beyond the Nuclear.’
We are of course disappointed to see that a presumption of shared parenting is not included in this Green Paper. We hope that this will be addressed in the review of the family justice system. 

Chapter 5 reviews family relationships and employment. The Government is dedicated to review the notice period for the two week paternity leave. Although short if our aims FNF is positive and currently the Government is reinforcing the idea that the mother is the carer and the father is the provider. This is putting families at risk during a very tense and challenging time. 

A Think Fathers practice guide to promote father-friendly working practice for both employers and employees is also being produced. 
Chapter 6 discusses the role of public services. The Paper highlights that the  key to this is that these services are friendly and welcoming. Currently fathers, male carers and some of the wider family can feel marginalised and ignored. We feel that the Green Paper doesn’t put enough commitment into ensuring that Children Centres, Local Authorities, Schools etc don’t alienate separated fathers and mothers. Guidance is positive, however ‘duties’ are something that is crucial here and this is not explored.  
It is now crucial that we make a submission to the consultation surrounding this paper. 

The questions are as follows. If you have any comments on the below, please send them to becky.jarvis@fnf.org.uk 

1. What more can we do to help create a culture in which seeking help for relationship or parenting problems, or other family difficulties, is considered socially acceptable?

2. Which issues should be prioritised by Government in seeking to strengthen families and support family relationships in this country?

3. Which services need the most urgent development to make them truly family-friendly?

The paper also includes three specific proposals for consultation:
4. Do you consider that compulsory mediation assessment would improve the take-up of mediation in family law cases, and what more could be done to improve the take-up of family mediation as an alternative to court action?
5. a)  How far does the need to seek leave of court act as a barrier to prevent extended family members applying for contact with a child?
5. b) Is there a need to remove this requirement for some other family members, beyond grandparents? (Note: Parents are already exempt.)

6. Would a comprehensive advice service on family issues based on the successful models like NHS Direct and the NHS Carers Direct service make it easier for families to find the help they need? This could consist of a national online service coupled with a single telephone number.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/supportforall/
